Financial abuse is the theft or embezziement of money or any other property
from an elder. it can be as simple as taking money from a wallet and as complex
as manipulating a victim into turning over property to an abuser. This form of abuse
can be devastating because an elder victim’s life savings can disappear in the blink
of an eye, leaving them unable to provide for their needs and afraid of what an
uncertain tomorrow will bring.

Gl






s

ﬁ".

-

Esfate [7/@ vin mj hagards:
‘Estate planning is rdering of one's affatrs so that DCTS and financial matters will be
apacitati ‘ vices may include wills, trusts,

attornev, adv > health care

rlanning devices.
r directions that

eliable individual.




the person preparing your estate plan
and the person benefitting from the
arrangemenis?

1 planner or attorney, directs
visor as to what is {6 be done

Savie F 3 11 o
nays the Professio

Who might financially abuse you?

Lonservators, caregﬂ'm‘x nts acting under durable

wers of attorney, trus representative pavees,
wancial planners rneys, family members and

ncial hmev

Are there remedies for financial abuse?

: best remedy isto p

15 agents,

ite planning docu

lisn :@Ltmg in

hat a person dlredd\ des

vour best interests, vou can amend or end a
DOWeY Ufaﬁm‘ne_\.‘ or revocable trust. You can
ilz0 demand an accounting. If there is evidence

mismanagement, the agent also can be required to
estitution to you. Victims can seek assistance
1 law enforcement or file a civil lawsuit. Punitive

damages may be imposed if there is evidence of

oppression, fraud or malice. -

Can a conflict of interest occur between you,

i‘n:-z i _\nu;s' estate planning, such
o vour will, arranges to have you

:nt the abuse by carefully

G

¢ Any person who suspecis that abuse
of an elder has occurred should
repori if. When in doubt, always err
‘on the side of caution and report.

¢ Abuse can coniinue and ofien
escalaies ¥ there is no intervention.
Known or suspeciad cases of abuse
should be reported to the appropriate
agencies or to locai law enforcement.

s intervention can often smthe

assets, healih, dignity or &
{ife of an sider.
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+ if 2 known or suspsciad instance of
eider abuse has occurred in a long-
term care faciiily, the repori shouid
be made to the iocai Long-Term Care
Ombudsman, the iocal law enforcement
agency or the Bureau of Medi-Cal
Fraud and Eider Abuse*

¢ if abuse has occurred anywhere
other than in a facilily, reports shouid
be made io the iccal county Aduit
Protective Services agency or to the
local law enforcement agency.”

¢ The reporiing person is prefecied irom
both criminal and civil liability.

*See chapter 2 (stariing on page 20} for more

details on how to file a report and how fc

ceniact your nearest reporting agency. o



